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Alver shrwing growth lor a vear, Virgin
Amwrics bne. plans o expars the msmbser
of eities it serves by as much as 5 per
cont atarting in 2090

The airline's executives are consider-
i 5% B | ieg ve cilies for pew service: Atlanta,
“We're abways ooking ol expanding,” sns Nuani Tea CEO Ahmed llahim, who seels 2 mew B,

Dallas, Austin, Toronfo and YVancouver,
B.C. Virgin America [Hes 10 mine cities
currenily am in November will begin
serving iEs fenth cily, FL Laudercale, Fls
The kow-cost alrhine slvwed expanslon
lasy year as the global economy sntered
Free dall. Mo, Viegin America’s isproved
linancial perlormance and desire 1o grow
revemie gpurted ite senewed push inlo
ew cilies o mourt.
The 2-year-old company, based in [} k]
Burlimgame, has nd lurned a proft. But Nt
It is Hiling its planes, selling more than o
84 peroent o its seats in May, the lab-
esl month avallable. That s shightly bet-
ter tham all LS. airlimes as a whole. 1s
Nestclass seats are selling ol abat the
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Food fuels East Bay

Companies feast on ('llP:'lp space for expansions

manisscturing and distribution companies till
maintain a beallby appetite jor growth

“Thee dondd makers have been ander the radsr
anil mot it as hard” sakd Jesse Licas, & hroker
with Lee & Assoclales in Oakland. “The real
stable fond companies are wsing 1his time 1o
g and bock bn goscad heasing ralea”
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EAST BAY: Broker: ‘Lately, it seems as if 3 out of every 4 deals is food-related’

CONTINUED FROM ML 1

Lucas just represented Chel's
Warehouse, a company thal provides
gourmeed foond prroiducts o realiarants,
In & deal o lease A0 sqiare beel a1
7T Wiegman Hoad in Haywand, The
lease ks an expansson for the firm, which
operaies ghobally and has an oflios in San
Framcison

I Dhakkarsd, Mumni Tea — wlich expects
o dhortilide m reveniee in the nest ive yoars
— currently lenses abaut 30,000 scuare
foet and is secking new space hetween
SO ami] TN} sopaare feel to move i
writhim tw years,

“We'ne always looking # expanding and
we'ne always ooking 1o slay n Oakland,”
sald Ahmedd Rahim, CEQ and co-doumnder
of the: 104ear ofd company. The Brm spe-
cillcally warnits a lacility that is suslain-
able and environmentally Friendly.

The East Bay lias a long history with
bocl makers gedng back mone than 100
v, bt sy af the g name, sach as
Kellogy's arsl Grasny Goose, packed up
vears age Smaller specialty lirms sach
ag Nl Sagar Bl Bakery, Bhie Bottle
Caller and DoBake Bakery have since
mmawvead i The region

“Thee Pay Area has a deep food aalture,
amndl a bod of the producers that want (o be
here like Peet’s Coller or Semifreduli's.”
sald Joe McManus, a broker with
Cushman & Wakeficld, who worked on
Dolake's 120,00H-aquare-toal bease in
Cakland two vears ags “They wan o be
close n. They want i visit tleir cusiom-
e i boeal areas.”

Thee East Bay has the inclustrial space,
qualilied workdonce amil easy access to

A

Owner Andrew Ly's Sugar Bowl Bakery i cne of the Fant Bay's el succes stories

aifwr parts of the Bay Area that atiracts
fonoid-producing companies, sakl Brent
Mevers, president and CEQ of the
Cirporation for Mamslscturing Excellence
(Manex), a San Ramon-based consulting
.

In the past, the East Bay's proxamity b
Fhee Poetl of Olaklarel sl sources of raw
materials for food prodects made it a
i hocation for brge-scale manisbactinr-
Ing, maidd Keith Saiton, businets develop-
macwl director with the East Bay Eoonomic
Developenent Allance,

Like the rest of ihe East Bay's manuafac
turing industry, Sation sakd, lood-making
wperations have become much more
specialized,

Mapulacturing jobs in the East Bay have

shrunk by 25 pevcent to 87,900 in Juby 2009
oy 118,500 b bty of 200H], according o
the Calidornka Emy et
Department. Despite the decrease, lood
manulaciuring jobs s2ill make up 13300
of ZF percent of the manufacturing indus-
Lry's Lidal East Bay worklodoe,

“What's hiere now sie specially ool
tmasmilacturers and food that has be con-
sumed cpuickly and has & short shedllile”
Sutton said. "A lot of the mamilacturing
that’s dome bere |5 bocause the marke's
lvere o becarse the compankes have a
trasned workforoe”

Many of the East Bay's newcoaners are
growing. Santos Spice Co., an importer
and wholesaler with a focus on [rdian and
Aslan products, bouaght a 26 40-squarne-

Tk warehsisse i Hoyward eadier this
yeaf, The San Leasilno-hased cosmpany
has more than 2080 customers in he
Western LS and expects o go natlon-
wihile,

Revodition Fooels, a peosider of healthy
schasol lunches, moved info a 21 000.
stuare-iont [acilty in Oaldand Last [all s
revenue has grown 1o more than 310 mil-
liom dharing the: 2008-2009 fiscal year com-
jpared with 3715 million the vear belore

Asiandhemed retailer M Banch recesdly
pakl 2.5 million lor o 3.590-scisre-lood
warehouse ab THZ] Faber 3. in Unilon Cly
toy serve the Southern Califoamila retailer's
jrowingg shore count in the Bay Area. The
chain has 10 stores here and two n devel-

et (i Concord and Pleasanton

Dt for food prodiscts made locally,

anging from artisan bread o gourmet

drsseris, has stayed siroeg,

“Focal manulacturers are peetty much
the oanly manuisciuring segment that's
fiedel up during the current economic
downburm.” Meyers of Manex sakd.

Sectors such as hrniture makers or
mamifaciurers with Ties fo the NUMMI
aido planl in Fremonl have beeen palling
hack sigrlicanily, sabd Joe Fabdan, & beo-
ker with Comish & Carey, leaving plenty
of space bor other users such as loosd mak:
ers, which have "heen very consisient ™

Fahiam sakd lanadborels have also cut
lease rabes signilicantly, making it easier
I bemamts 1o commit

“Latety, it seems as B three oot of every
lour deals s lood-refated.” Fabian said.
“Even in a recession or bad times, people
sl need bo al”™
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