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N E W S   R E L E A S E

For Immediate Release

NEW COMIDA LOCA ‘GRINGO’ SOUP FOR TENDER-TONGUED DINERS

WHO CRAVE FLAVOR AND SOUTHWESTERN FLAIR WITHOUT HEAT


NEW YORK – Fiery food aficionados fed up with the yelps of family and friends who do not share their passion for capsaicin now have a flavorful new soup, without the heat, from Comida Loca Deli & Soup Company.  The Albuquerque, N.M., based company is introducing the new Gringo Dumpling Soup™ here at the National Association for the Specialty Food Trade 2006 Summer Fancy Food Show.


The new dry-mix soup provides an alternative for the tender-tongued while retaining the integrity of the company’s trademark Southwestern style, said Marc Gelinas, Comida Loca’s founder.  “While this soup definitely was born from a traditional dumpling soup, we tricked it out using flour tortillas as the dumplings,” Gelinas said.  “We wanted to be true to our nature, and a Gringo Dumpling Soup fits right into our quirky family of soups.”  Not to mention that it’s always possible to add a shot of hot sauce for those who want to turn up the heat, he said.  Consumers also can add optional cooked chicken.

Rather than having a separate dumpling mix that consumers must make into a batter and drop into the soup, Gelinas wanted to create a just-add-water soup.  “It was a challenge,” he said.  “Dehydrated dumplings just don’t exist so we rummaged around our Southwestern pantry and tried the heat-dried tortillas.  They plump up just like dumplings, but taste a lot better.”

Gringo Dumpling Soup fits right into Comida Loca’s brand profile and extents its line of family size soups, which serve six.  The line includes Green Chile Chicken Soup™, which is a finalist in the NASFT 2006 Product Awards Competition in the Outstanding Pasta, Rice, Bean or Soup Category.  It also won first place in the 2004 Fiery Foods Scovie Awards Competition Soup Category.  

Comida Loca Deli & Soup Company is headquartered in Albuquerque, N.M., and produces gourmet soup and chowder products with traditional Southwestern flavors.  Its product line includes family-size soup mixes, single serve soup packets, samplers and gift baskets.  Comida Loca soups are available nationwide in Cost Plus World Market and Le Gourmet Chef outlets and regionally at AJ’s Fine Foods, Balducci’s, Central Market, Jungle Jim’s International Market, A Southern Season, The Better Cheddar and many specialty stores.  Products also are available through the website, www.comidaloca.com, or by calling 1-800-825-7919.  

