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N E W S   R E L E A S E

For Immediate Release

ALBUQUERQUE’S ‘CULT FAVORITE’ GREEN CHILE CHICKEN SOUP

 IS NAMED NASFT 2006 PRODUCT AWARDS FINALIST


NEW YORK – A Southwestern-style gourmet Green Chile Chicken Soup™ dry mix that earned a nationwide “cult” following at a small airport deli in Albuquerque has been named one of five finalists in the National Association for the Specialty Food Trade 2006 Product Awards Competition in the Outstanding Pasta, Rice, Bean or Soup Category.  


The Green Chile Chicken Soup, produced by Comida Loca Deli & Soup Company of Albuquerque, also won first place in the 2004 Fiery Foods Scovie Awards Competition Soup Category.  


The six-serving Green Chile Chicken Soup dry mix melds potatoes, onions and garlic with spicy green chiles to create flavorful, but not overpowering, heat.  Home cooks add a can of diced tomatoes and 8 ounces of cooked chicken for six one-cup servings of 70 calories each.


Marc Gelinas’ family sold the soup for more than a decade at a small deli in the Albuquerque International Airport and found themselves catering to increasing demand from airline flight crews and travelers who wanted to enjoy the fiery soup at home.  “Pilots, flight attendants and travelers told us they deliberately routed their schedules through Albuquerque in order to get some of the soup, so we began freezing gallons of it

for people, created a soup base, and finally when we gave up the concession, developed a dry mix because we had so many people asking for it,” Gelinas said.

Comida Loca Deli & Soup Company is headquartered in Albuquerque, N.M., and produces gourmet soup and chowder products with traditional Southwestern flavors.  Its product line includes family-size soup mixes, single serve soup packets, samplers and gift baskets.  Comida Loca soups are available nationwide in Cost Plus World Market and Le Gourmet Chef outlets and regionally at AJ’s Fine Foods, Balducci’s, Central Market, Jungle Jim’s International Market, A Southern Season, The Better Cheddar and many specialty stores.  Products also are available through the website, www.comidaloca.com, or by calling 1-800-825-7919.  

